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January has been a roller coaster month already!  I (Jeff) have been making mental notes about what to highlight almost since the first day of the month and even now I know that I will forget a few things, but here it goes.

Today, January 31 is the last day of my month long fast.  Originally I committed to a partial fast of raw vegetables and fruit juice/water.  However, about a week into my fast I decided that I needed to commit to a total fast and dropped the veggies.  Everything was going surprisingly well and I was getting to spend some great time in reflection and prayer.  My attention was drawn toward the many blessings in my life with our children and especially my commitment to Tammi and our marriage.  One week passed, then two, and then it happened.  As I was getting ready for bed on a Thursday night, a familiar pain reared it head.  “It feels like I have a kidney stone,” I reluctantly whined to Tammi.  But the next day all was well so I carried on bravely.  It wasn’t until Saturday morning at a men’s prayer meeting that my pain returned, and this time to stay.  By afternoon I went to the emergency room unable to keep even my liquids down.  I received a much needed IV and some pain medication and returned home to wait it out.  In the past my kidney stones have been a 24 hour process, but this one wanted to make sure that my prayer time focused on mercy- and so for 4 pain filled days I prayed and waited.  In the Old Testament, one of the oft quoted deliverances is “and it came to pass.”  Not much is implied by this little string of words, but when suffering is relieved there are no words sweeter and I will testify to that!  My painful stone came to pass and I was reinvigorated albeit without having even had the benefit of juice for 4 days, but I am still going and with God’s strength have finished.  Praise God.

We were also very energized by a combination of financial developments that came about this month.  The first is that two more churches have decided to partner with us bringing us even closer to a departure date.  We will include the details as we receive them.  And secondly, our agency, CMF, has given us updated reports showing that we are at more than 81% of our monthly budget goal.  That means that we have less than $1,400/mo to raise and then we will be ready to go!  The jump was attributed to accounting for some funds that Tammi and I “assumed” would be applied to our one-time costs, but will actually be used to offset our on-going expenses.  What that means to our one-time expenses is that we still need about $12k, which isn’t a bad thing.  We are going to be mailing out a support raising letter to hopefully cover our entire outgoing costs in the next month or so.  We are still waiting to hear back from a few churches and individuals as to their commitment levels, so we may be much closer than 81%- only God knows.  This is a huge development for us as many people have been asking if we are EVER going to leave!  Please just sit tight and be faithful, we expect to be receiving some definitive news very shortly and will joyfully notify everyone once we do.

Our family is also registered for our final training class.  We will be attending SPLICE at the Mission Training Institute in Palmer Lake, Colorado from April 9-27.  Both adults and children attend classes structured to prepare us for different aspects of serving in a foreign culture.  We have heard great things about this class and are excited to finally have it scheduled as it has been one of those things on the ever expanding horizon.

The time between now and April will be spent calling on friends and family, and following up with folks we have spoken to but have never heard back from regarding support commitments and one-time gifts, and figuring out where we are going to live from April until we depart for Kenya.  We are exploring whether we should move out of our apartment before our SPLICE class, but that will depend largely on our support status.  There are still a lot of questions that we are just starting to deal with for which we don’t yet have answer- so we are open to suggestions.  

Many people have told us, “Let us know when you are getting close and we will give you a gift at that time.”  Well, we are getting close and we will be mailing out instructions on where to send those gifts.  Please don’t be shy about contacting us in the meantime.  We love to hear that people are reading our newsletters and praying with us.

Please keep us in your prayers as we enter the home stretch.

Prayer Requests:

· Praise for deliverance from Jeff’s kidney stone!

· Praise God for faithful friends and churches joining our efforts.

· Thank God for mission agencies and senders that help us get to the tribes and nations.

· Pray that our transition will go smoothly and we will have the foresight to avoid unnecessary expenses.

· Pray that everyone who receives our newsletter realizes a role they can fill in spreading the gospel and that we each step out in faith and obedience.

This month has been so encouraging to us that we wanted again to thank those of you who have been so very faithful in praying and giving to our family and the work we will be doing.  It’s not by our own power that we have made it to where we are, but only by the grace of God and we will continue to pray that He allows us to be used by Him.


Praise God from whom all blessings flow!

Jeff and Tammi

Emily, Elliott and Edison

brownjt@yahoo.com
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Goals for the Last 20%


20-30 more supporters @ $25/mo


10 more supporters @ $40/mo


5 more supporters @ $50/mo


3 more supporters @ $100/mo





We are in the home stretch at over 80%!!





Upcoming


April 9-27: Attend SPLICE at MTI in Colorado.


May 2007- Receive our commissioning at CMF


?? : Leave for Kenya!!
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