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This month was an incredibly refreshing change of pace for our family.  No one thing stood out as a single overriding event but many unrelated events pretty much summed up the craziness that seems to surround us these days.  We enjoyed many relaxing get togethers with family and friends, old and new.  We said goodbye to our friends, the VanWingerden’s, who left to serve as missionaries in France.  Their family was an encouragement and sympathetic ear to our own journey and we will miss them greatly.  We used our time to touch base with some of our supporters and even had the opportunity to meet with a new church who is considering supporting us.  Emily and Elliott were invited to be in a Christmas program at Victory Christian Church in Knox, IN.  They did very well and we were very proud of them.  And Edison enjoyed his first Christmas.

As we ready ourselves for the New Year and all the changes we will encounter, I (Jeff) have decided to ask for your prayers in a special way.  I have struggled about whether or not to share with anyone the time of reflection I am planning to undertake, but thought it worthwhile to disclose both for accountability and so as not to have to explain innumerable times why I am doing it.  A year or so ago I met a new friend who explained to me that he fasts at the beginning of each year as a tithe to the Lord.  And while he does a total fast, only drinking tea or juice- no food, the thought of such a monumental “first attempt” at fasting for any amount of time really discouraged me.  Then about a month ago another friend sent out a prayer letter that he was doing a partial fast eating only raw vegetables and juice.  And while this didn’t sell me totally on the idea of fasting, I think that I can commit to a partial fast of this sort.  So I am committing to fast through January.
I share this not because I am looking for attention other than prayer in helping me, but because as we continue to meet with people I hope it saves time on my explaining why I am bringing along a bag of veggies to dinner.  It isn’t for lack of hospitality.

My focus during this time will be on God’s continued provision and his will for our family.  Additionally I hope to be able to draw closer to God and strengthen my faith, which has been a little shaky due to my struggling to force him to speed up this growth process.  Please remember to pray with us whenever you sit down for a nice, warm, filling, delectable, well-seasoned, flavorful meal.  (Am I ready for this?)  
Our prayer requests and praises:

· Our continued prayer is that we find our remaining supporters.

· We pray that our funding is completed prior to our work visas being approved so that we are free to travel upon their approval.

· Please pray for our families as we all approach a new and uncertain time in our lives.  Ask God for smooth transition.

· Praise God for getting us to this point!!  Our current support level (approx. 75%) seemed a far off goal early on and looking back we can only give God the credit for getting us here.

· Pray for commitment, direction and perseverance as we seek His will for this final leg of our support raising stateside.

· Praise God for all our supporters, some of whom have now been supporting us for two years!!  Your faith is ever an encouragement to our family!

· Praise for all our friends and family that continue to make introductions on our behalf.  We could never do it on our own.  

· Praise God that both Tammi and I have completed our Personal Development Plan that CMF requires as preparation and training before we are allowed to leave for the field.  This includes all our reading and training, save our last class that we will take in Colorado just prior to leaving.


His,

Jeff and Tammi 

Emily, Elliott and Edison
PS- We just received word this morning that the CMF guest house where a couple of our teammates lived, caught fire.  Please pray for them (Helen and Amy) as they deal with this loss and go about replacing their supplies.  If you would like to help them, please contact CMF at 317-578-2700.
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